
Tom Greetham and crew of Distraction (Melges 24) took the title of Overall Winner at Race Week in 
2024. Greetham's crew included Alan Barnes, Laurie Anna Kaplan, Krak Arntson, and Carol Greetham.
Photo by Jan Anderson, Jan's Marine Photography
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Welcome to Race Week 2025!
We are all very pleased to have landed in a new venue as gorgeous as 
Bellingham Bay! With the incredible shoreside experience at Squalicum Harbor 
Marina, combined with the active sailboat racing community and resources in 
Bellingham – the stage is set for many years of new memories and traditions to 
build in beautiful Whatcom County!

History is also in the making this week, as Goslings Rum has created a unique 
signature cocktail for Race Week Bellingham 2025 called the Bellingham Bell 
that makes its debut right here! 

It takes a village to produce an event like Race Week, so big thanks to our 
sponsors, event partners, race committee, staffers, volunteers, heroes, and of 
course our competitors who all work together to make the magic happen at 
Race Week! 

Best wishes for a safe and memorable week ahead! 

Schelleen Rathkopf, Producer

Event Sponsors
48 North Magazine
Bellingham Yacht Club
CSR Marine
Fisheries Supply
Goslings Rum
Jan’s Marine Photography
Port of Bellingham
Port Townsend Rigging
Seattle Sailing Club
Special T
Ullman Sails

Event Partners
Bellingham Yacht Club
Port of Bellingham
Visit Bellingham 
Whatcom County Executive Office

 Whatcom County Tourism  

Race Committee
Charley Rathkopf, PRO
Paul Evenden, RO
Richard Sandeen, Captain Start Boat 

 Del Fox, Captain Finish Boat  
Rob Woodbury, Chief Judge 
Christine Bounds-Poulin, Scorekeeper

 Tim Dorwin, Mark Set  
Dave Donnelly, Mark Set
Doug Weston
Shawna McGuinn
Juston Smith
Catlin Gibson
Jerry Diercks
Rick Poulin
Deb Prince
Jen Fox

Official Photographer
Jan Anderson

Event Staff & Volunteers 
Rachel Gardner, Webmaster 
Boel Laxfoss, Bar Manager 
Megan Reed, Kids Camp 
Director Christine Russell, Event Staff

 Kristin Campbell, Event Staff
 Cori Whitaker,  Event Staff

Kelly Beedle, Event Staff
Grace Rathkopf, Merch Manager

 Renate Staab-Yankacy
Charles Webb
Cari Thompson Duffy

Heroes
Aaron Bisson
Bill Blodgett
Tawni Helms
Kelsey Kiczenski
Stephanie Wiley
Katy Willis

Advisory Board
Larry Butchart
Randall Carroll
Paul Evenden
David Jackson
Charlie Macaulay
Cori Whitaker



 

Services:   
Mast layout & repair 

 

Rod & Wire standing rigging 
 

Running Rigging 
 

       Service Furlers & Winches 
 

Reefing Op�miza�on 
 

Carbon fiber poles 
 

Lifelines 

Deck hardware layout & install 

 

Www.PortTownsendRigging.com 

Info@PortTownsendRigging.com 

360-385-6330 
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ULLMAN 
SAILS 

The Pacific Northwest’s trusted source for sailing 
information, inspiration, and entertainment for 
more than 40 years.        www.48North.com

48º
North
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Digital
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Cruising Rally
July 27 - Aug. 1, 2025
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360-734-7617 | sales@specialt.com  
specialt.com   

Serving the PNW & Beyond

MAKE YOUR MARK ON THE WATER
                                                                                     Custom Marine Graphics Since 1979

Whether you’re christening a new vessel or reviving 
an old favorite, we specialize in bringing your boat’s 
identity to life. 

From striking boat names to precision-cut 
registration numbers, elegant hailing ports, water 
line stripes, and full custom wraps, we deliver 
craftsmanship you can count on.

For over four decades, we’ve been trusted by 
captains, marinas, and shipyards across the Pacific 
Northwest—and beyond.

• Premium Marine-Grade Materials
• Exceptional Durability & UV Resistance
• Professional Design & Installation
• Fast Turnaround | Fair Prices

Your vision. Our craftsmanship. Let’s sail.

WRAPS

NAMES

GRAPHICS

STRIPES



Mark Description
RC RC Signal Boat at Start and Alternate 

Finish (E)
Finish Boat RC Finish Boat. May be windward or 

leeward of marks Y and Z
S RED/ORANGE Starting Mark
A YELLOW Weather Mark
B RED/ORANGE Weather Mark
X RED/ORANGE Leeward Mark to 

weather of RC
Y RED/ORANGE Leeward Mark
Z YELLOW Leeward Mark
F YELLOW Finish Mark at Finish Boat
E YELLOW Finish Mark at RC
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BYC Welcomes Race Week to Bellingham!!

Congratulations and good luck to the Race Week Teams 
From BYC!

Now is a great time to join BYC and enjoy the many 
benefits of membership, including:

Fun social events
Boater education
Cruising and sailing events
An amazing bar and deck featuring the best brews and
craft cocktails
Event Center with member discounts
A friendly and welcoming membership
A great club for boaters and non-boaters alike
Race Week Special!! Join now with the enrollment fee
waived!!

Find out more: 
www.byc.org/membership

membership@byc.org





Return and Recovery
A summary of the current thinking about MOB Return and Recovery

Man Overboard 

UPWIND QUICK STOP, USING A 
LIFESLING RECOVERY

POSITION 1: Shout “Man Overboard!” Pull the pin on the MOM 

If you are NOT using the Lifesling for a pickup, then:

SECOND

It is important that you practice a variety of MOB 
maneuvers with your own crew aboard your own 



• 

• 

Use your engine appropriately to 

If the MOB is unconscious GO TO THESE  KEY RESOURCES
• 

www.ussailing.org/education/adult/
safety-at-sea-courses-2022

• 

        www.YouTube.com/Practical MOB   
        Recovery

       www.YouTube.com/Advances in MOB   
       Recovery 2021

• 
www.YouTube.com/The Letter Box 
Takedown

more information: Lifesling, downwind quick stop

This information was prepared by Richard York, with many thanks to the Storm Trysail Foundation (www.stormtrysail.org) 
and Ed Padin, who allowed us to extract from their materials.

QUICK STOP RECOVERY WHEN 
SAILING DOWNWIND

Practice these skills on your boat with your crew in different conditions—only then you will build your skills



Serious Gear  
for Serious Sailors 

OUTFITTING PERFORMANCE SAILORS SINCE 1928 

1900 N. Northlake Way, SeattleFisheriesSupply.com Call us 800.426.6930 

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE RACE WEEK PNW FLEET

From dock to deck, Fisheries Supply stocks trusted gear from Harken, 
Ronstan, Spinlock, B&G, Gill, Musto, Samson Rope, and more. Whether 
you’re racing inshore or prepping for o�shore, we carry the hardware, 
line, electronics, and foul weather gear serious sailors rely on. 
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